Sunday, June 21, 2026
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

‘So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father
who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father

who 1is in heaven.”
Matthew 10:32-33



Special Welcome To Those With Young Children

We are very happy that you are here today! At St. John we want you to feel at
home.

Please know that while you are caring for your children,
the rest of us will be rejoicing in Jesus' words, "Let the
little children come to me and do not hinder them, for
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these" (Luke
18:16).

We know that your children are a gift to the Church, so
we will do our best to welcome, smile, encourage, help
and bless you all. Welcome to St. John!

First, please relax and enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children
tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don't feel embarrassed by it.
Your children are welcome at St. John.

To make it a bit easier on your family, please dare to sit toward the front
where your children can easily watch the pastor, note the colors, hear the
bells, see the fire, and wonder about the stained-glass windows of the
Lord's Prayer and the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Lord's Supper.
What Jesus does here promises to engage them.

As we go, softly explain the Liturgy to your children, encouraging them to
chime in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And with your spirit! |
believe! Our Father! All of that belongs to them too.

Be sure to sing and say and pray your parts too as you stand and sit. Your
children learn by following your lead.

If you and your child must leave, please hurry back. We want your children
here so much that we didn't build a nursery. Like Jesus, we want your
children in the Liturgy, not out.

If you need a little help, just ask. There are lots of good folks here who
would love to lend you a hand!




Prelude Roberta Hilgendorf, Organist

HYMN: “Preach You the Word” LSB 586

Stand
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation LSB 203

P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Confession of Sins

P] Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Silence for Reflection

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead
us to everlasting life. Amen.
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Absolution

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the -I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Stand
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
Introit Psalm 56:3—-4, 10—11; antiphon: v. 13
I 9 ﬁu. 4 T — n |

(P} For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from | falling,*
that | may walk before God in the | light of life.

When | | am afraid,*
| put my | trust in you.

P} In God, whose word | praise, in God | trust; | shall not | be afraid.*
What can flesh | do to me?

In God, whose | word | praise,*
in the LORD, whose | word | praise,

(P) in God | trust; | shall not | be afraid.*
What can man | do to me?

ALL Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

(P} For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from | falling,*
that I may walk before God in the | light of life.



Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
0 |
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0} Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day

) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.

LSB 204

LSB 204



O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us
aware of Your daily mercies that we may live secure and content in Your
eternal love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 20:7-13

"0 LoRD, you have deceived me,
and | was deceived;

you are stronger than I,
and you have prevailed.

| have become a laughingstock all the day;
everyone mocks me.

8For whenever | speak, | cry out,
| shout, “Violence and destruction!”

For the word of the LORD has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.

%If | say, “I will not mention him,
or speak any more in his name,”

there is in my heart as it were a burning fire
shut up in my bones,

and | am weary with holding it in,
and | cannot.

OFor | hear many whispering.
Terror is on every side!

“‘Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
say all my close friends,
watching for my fall.

“Perhaps he will be deceived;
then we can overcome him
and take our revenge on him.”

1But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble;
they will not overcome me.

They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.



Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten.
120 LoRD of hosts, who tests the righteous,
who sees the heart and the mind,
let me see your vengeance upon them,
for to you have | committed my cause.
13Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!
For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hand of evildoers.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Romans 11:33,36
) u L * —
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(P] Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowl- | edge of God!*
How unsearchable are his judgements and how inscrutable | his
ways!

For from him and through him and to him are | all things*
To him be glory forever. | Amen.

Epistle Romans 6:12-23
12|_et not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey
their passions. 3Do not present your members to sin as instruments for
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for
righteousness. "#For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not
under law but under grace.

SWhat then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under
grace? By no means! '®Do you not know that if you present yourselves to
anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey,
either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to

righteousness? '"But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of
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sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to
which you were committed, '8and, having been set free from sin, have
become slaves of righteousness. '°I am speaking in human terms,
because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your
members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more
lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness
leading to sanctification.

20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to
righteousness. 2'But what fruit were you getting at that time from the
things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those things is death.
22But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves
of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.
2For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel Matthew 10:5a, 21-33
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

SThese twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, . . .

21“Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and
children will rise against parents and have them put to death, ??and you
will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the
end will be saved. 2When they persecute you in one town, flee to the
next, for truly, | say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of
Israel before the Son of Man comes.

24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master.
251t is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much
more will they malign those of his household.

26“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be
revealed, or hidden that will not be known. ?’What | tell you in the dark,
say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops.
28And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather
fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 2Are not two
sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground
apart from your Father. 3°But even the hairs of your head are all
numbered. 3'Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many
sparrows. 32So everyone who acknowledges me before men, | also will
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33but whoever denies
me before men, | also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
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begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

HYMN: “Lord of Our Life” LSB 659
Sermon “Acknowledge Me Before Men” The Rev. Dr. Mark Nuckols
Stand



Following the Sermon, the Pastor Prays:

(P) The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in Christ Jesus.

Amen.

Stand

Prayer of the Church

P} Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Final Petition:
(P] ...one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit

Offering

(Please place your offering envelope in the collection plates at the entrance to the Sanctuary,
thank you!)

The Offering is a part of our Worship life together as God's children gathered
here at St. John. This historical practice is more than "helping pay the electric
bill". Having received His absolution and cleansing of our sin, the Offering,
then, is a part of our worship posture (Psalm 51). As we move from the Service
of the Word to the Service of the Sacrament we bring before God, in a
communal fashion (Acts 2:42-47), the toils of our hands, the bread of the earth
(Gen. 3:19) and give it to God. This, He transforms and provides back to us the
Bread of Life in the Sacrament of the Altar! Together, placing our offerings in
the plate, the Lord sees and treats all giving hearts the same, whether they can
provide much or little (Luke 21:1-4). All of this, then, furthers God's mission and
ministry in our flock and into the lives of our community members. May the Lord
bless your lives as you entrust your possessions to Him (Phil. 4:10-20)!

Text: Pastor Frisque
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Our Communion Statement

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad
confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and
wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins
and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his
table those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to
forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death
until he comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to
their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which
is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak
with Pastor or see an usher to assist in speaking with Pastor or an Elder. All are
welcome to come forward for a blessing from Pastor by placing your arms in an
"X" across your chest.

If you intend to receive the blood of Christ in an individual cup, please place the
empty cup in the gold bowls following your table's dismissal. If you intend to
receive from the common cup, please raise your hand forward, signaling your
preference, and then feel free to guide the chalice to your lips by holding on to
the bottom of the chalice. For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-
35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

Stand
Preface LSB 208
) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and
saying:

Sanctus LSB 208

Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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eav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 209

P

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all
their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You
promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully
eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I body, which is given for

you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this

cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance

of Me.”

Pax Domini

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 210
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke
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Sit
Distribution and Hymns

HYMN: "Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord"
HYMN: "The Gifts Christ Freely Gives”
HYNMN: "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

Stand
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Post-Communion Collect
P) Let us pray.

.... through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus LSB 212
(P} Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: "From God Can Nothing Move Me" LSB 713

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.
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Serving Us this W'eek

Elders (9 AM): Abe Rohde

Finance Team: Dowe & D. Brookins
Altar Committee: Sue Gerth &

Sheila Shultis
Usher Team (#2): Kent Schueller, Captain

THE WEEK AHEAD

Sun (6/21/26)
T Fourth S. after Pentecost

e Divine Service 9am
Happy Father’s Day

Monday — Thursday (6/22-6/25)
e VBS from 9:00am — 1130am

Wed (6/24/26)

¢ Divine Service 7pm

Fri (6/25/226)
e Ladies Night 6pm — Fellowship Hall

L
£

e o

Sun (6/28/26)
T Fifth S. after Pentecost

e Divine Service 9am

Mon (6/29/2026)
Blood Drive 12pm-5pm
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Please Remember in Your Pravers:

Rose Bottesi

Jane Kultgen (Eric Kultgen’s mother)

Judy Fischer

Keith Johnson

Susan Kloppmann (Alisyn Bell’s aunt)
Randy Fairbert (Betty Fairbert’s son)

Lou Anne (Grace Bonjean’s friend)

Nico Lawver (Lisa McGuire’s cousin’s son)
Pam Anschuetz (Renae Roos’s friend)
Amelia (Mass family friend)

Joni Heilgendorf (Rose Bottesi’s sister-in-law)
John Diehl (Mike Czysh’s uncle)

Alvin Czysh (Mike Czysh’s father)

Mike Czysh

Jeff Ader

Ron Parchim

James Blecha (Mike Berry’s Grandson)
Ellen Heilgendorf (cousin of Rose Bottesi)
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Please be sure to pickup a copy of the
latest Call Process letter that contains a
congregational survey.

Surveys must be completed by Sunday,
June 21% and returned to the church
office mailbox# 222.

Thank you for your valuable input!

Council Minutes on Welcome Center

The May Council Minutes are on the
Narthex Welcome Center for
congregational members to pick up.




Annual Scholarship Application for Grades K-12 — Now Available!

The Scholarship Application for LCMS Schools tuition assistance for the 2026-2027 school
year is now available in the Narthex at the Welcome Center. Home Schooled families may also
apply to help offset curriculum purchases. Details are outlined in the application. Please
complete and submit it to the Church Office by June 30™ to be considered.

St. John’s LWML wants to thank the members who donated items for the layette items which
were donated to Orphan Grain Train (OGT) to be sent overseas. On Monday, June 15, our
senior high youth helped package 12 complete baby layettes, along with other various items,
all which are being taken to the South Wisconsin District LWML convention to be held Friday

and Saturday, June 19-20. The layettes and the many other donated baby items will be sent to
OGT.

THANK YOU!!

St. John Lutheran Baseball Schedule

6/29/2026 Belgium 715pm / 830pm SJ23 Apostles /
double header) ODBC Gre

7/13/2026 ODBC Green

7/27/2026 Belgium 715pm Pilgrim
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ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod

824 Fredonia Ave

Fredonia WI 53021
262.692.2734
Rev. Dr. Mark Nuckols, Vacancy Pastor
Pastor: mark.nuckols@outlook.com
Church Office: secretary.stjohnfredonia@gmail.com



mailto:mark.nuckols@outlook.com
mailto:secretary.stjohnfredonia@gmail.com

